close analogy between these two phenomena in the purposes which they subserve as well as in the occurrences by which they are attended.
The menstrual function has been for ages a theme on which physiologists have allowed their fancy to run riot; and the superstitions of the vulgar concerning it have often been but little more absurd than the hypotheses of the learned. Some have denied that it is a natural phenomenon at all, and have regarded it as one of the evil results of civilization ; others have professed to see in it a part of the penalty inflicted on our first parent for her sin ; while again others have pronounced it to be a beneficial arrangement for abating the ardour of the sexual feelings; and believe that it thus answers a high moral purpose. It has been said to be the means of getting rid of that superfluous blood which is employed during pregnancy in the nutrition of the fetus, and thus preventing plethora; while the writers of the chemical school propounded the theory, that it is a great means of effecting a monthly purification of the blood from all effete and noxious ingredients,?a hypothesis which tallies closely with the opinions of the vulgar. In the midst of these theories, and fifty others which it were bootless to detail, the points of resemblance between the menstrual function and the rut of animals did not esrape notice. There were many points of dissimilarity, however, which, so long as the mere discharge of a certain quantity of blood was regarded as constituting the essence of menstruation, prevented the resemblance between the two functions being fully recognized, and the causes and signification of menstruation being understood. It and ovaries by excision of part or the whole of the uterus, and then examining the bodies of the animals more or less speedily after they had had intercourse with the male. This first step of his investigation led him to the conclusion, " That these experiments of my predecessors and myself prove most positively that, although the entrance of the male semen into the fallopian tube, and its access to the ovaries, and its consequent action be prevented, yet, on the occurrence of heat, (and in the above-mentioned cases after copulation,) exactly the same changes occur in the ova and ovaries as in the normal condition. The ova maturate, the Graafian vesicles become turgid and burst, and corpora lutea form, the ova escape and enter the oviduct, and some even of the phenomena of their development begin to take place. As the action, however, of the male semen on the ova is prevented, their development does not continue, but retrogrades, and the ova become dissolved and abortive. This last circumstance proves that the entire series of the phenomena is independent of impregnation, and has its origin in the natural course of development of the ova themselves. The influence of the aura seminalis, or the occurrence of resorption of the semen, or the existence of some more mystic agency in sexual congress, which some earlier observers have supposed to be proved by these experiments, would each be grounded on a supposition that I nave shown to be untenable, from the fact of the semen coming into actual contact with the ova; and in these cases, too, is especially disproved by the circumstance that these ova, with which such actual contact of the semen was prevented, were insusceptible of development, and perished. Had the influence of the semen and sexual intercourse been the cause of the escape of the ova, and of the development of the corpora lutea in these cases, the ova, also, must have been impregnated, and their development must have gone on further. I think, therefore, that notwithstanding the occurrence of sexual intercourse, the independent development of the ova is proved by these experiments." (pp. 17-18.) . 
